Colton Music Department
Robert Rice, Director 
21580 S Schieffer Rd
Colton, OR 97017
(503) 824-2319          Fax (503) 824-2312          email: ricer@colton.k12.or.us
May 20, 2009
Dear parents of Next Year’s Beginner Band students:
            Since some of you may be looking to acquire instruments for your students over the summer if you do not already have one, I want to take a moment and give you some information that might be helpful.  

School instruments:  The school has a few instruments, mostly the more expensive or harder to buy/rent instruments like Tuba, Bass Clarinets, French Horn, etc.  The smaller less expensive instruments such as flute, clarinet, trumpet, trombone, Alto Saxophone are easier for the students to acquire, usually.  
Some kids already know what they want to play, some have not decided yet.  It is not necessary to “HAVE YOUR INSTRUMENT” the first day of school.  If you do:  great!  But we usually take a few days at the beginning of the year to help some of the kids decide what they want to play if they do not already know.  And there is quite a bit to be learned before the instruments hit the kids’ hands.  So in general, the students will not need to have their instruments for the first 2 weeks or so.
In the first couple weeks of school, we have a Parents’ Night at the Middle School.  The representative from Wally’s Music will be here to present options for rental or purchase of instruments at Parents’ Night.  This is done to help you acquire an instrument for your student.  You are under no obligation and may deal with another retailer if you wish.  Wally’s is a local company with helpful people and a repair shop that attracts band directors from around the state…
I have a list of vendors posted on the Colton Band website:  www.coltonband.com.  Head to the “resources” page.  There is a list of vendors I have used over the years.  Taylor Music (www.1800usaband.com) is a great place to get used or refurbished instruments for a great price.
PLEASE: Let me say that if you are buying a used instrument from somewhere other than a music store (pawn shop, yard sale, etc) PLEASE have the instrument checked out before purchasing, if possible.  Deals can be found, but you want to make sure your student is starting off on a good, functioning instrument.  Unless you are buying from a reputable dealer, be careful buying online.  Feel free to contact me.  Again, there are good deals, but also a LOT of junk on some of those auction sites.  Some of the major discount department stores have started selling instruments.  Avoid these.  For the price of one of these, a good USED or REFURBISHED major brand instrument of better quality can be purchased from a vendor like Taylor Music (www.1800usaband.com)
On the next page you will find a list of the instruments offered as well as a list of what each student will need in addition to the instrument itself.

The following instruments are offered in the 6th grade band and what accessories the students Standard of Excellence Book 1, valve oil, slide grease will need in addition to that instrument:
Flute – Standard of Excellence Book 1

Clarinet – Standard of Excellence Book 1, cork grease, reeds (student will need at least 2 working reeds at all times…  Clarinet reeds cost approx. $2-$2.50 and last about a month if well cared for), reed holder.

Bass Clarinet – Standard of Excellence Book 1, cork grease, reed holder, reeds (student will need at least 2 working reeds at all times…  Bass Clarinet reeds cost approx. $3.00 and last about a month if well cared for)
Saxophone – Standard of Excellence Book 1, Reed holder, reeds (Most beginners will be playing Alto Saxophone.  Alto reeds cost approx $2.75-$3.00 and will last about a month if well cared for.  Student will need at least 2 working reeds at all times.

Trumpet/Cornet – Standard of Excellence Book 1, valve oil, slide grease

Trombone - Standard of Excellence Book 1, tuning slide grease, slide cream/spray kit (Superslick, etc)

French Horn - Standard of Excellence Book 1, valve oil, slide grease

Baritone Horn/Euphonium - Standard of Excellence Book 1, valve oil, slide grease

Tuba - Standard of Excellence Book 1, valve oil, slide grease

Bass Guitar - Standard of Excellence Book 1, tuner, practice amp, instrument cable
Percussion - Standard of Excellence Book 1,   PLEASE NOTE:  Percussionists will need a “Bell Kit”.  This consists of a set of concert bells, mallets, drum sticks, and practice pad.  It is NOT necessary to buy or rent a drum.  There are drums to be used at the school, and the practice pad is more than sufficient (and QUIETER!) when practicing at home.

Again, let me say that I am very much looking forward to making music with your students.  If you have any questions regarding an instrument or other questions, please feel FREE to contact me by school email listed at the top of this letter. I will do whatever I can and answer whatever questions I can.
         
Sincerely, 
Robert Rice
